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Mowahidoun Druze
Community Council
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The area of Shahhar - Jisr eh Qadi is
located south west of Aley at an altitude
between 300 and 500m above sea level

and extends from Jisr El Qadi along the
Damour River till the south slopes of
Albennay, Kfarmatta, & Remhala
villages. It is surrounded from the South
by Al-Chouf Caza (district) villages like
Al-Knaise, Deir-Koushe, and Bshatfeen.
The area is located 32 km away from
Beirut and 15 km away from Aley.

Historical Importance
of Jisr el gadi:

The naming of this location can be
traced back to the Mamluks days, when
Prince Zein EI-Dein Altanoukhi who was
then a judge at Ein Ksour village (north
of Aabayh village), decided to build a
bridge above the Damour River
between Der El Qamar and Aabayh in
order to connect the Chouf with Aley
regions. Thus, the bridge was known as
the “Judge Bridge" or “Jisr el Qadi” ;
however, with time and urbanization, the
bridge no longer accommodated the
traffic of the carts which prompted the
governor of Mount Lebanon, Wasa
Basha (1892-1883), to buid a new
bridge parallel to the first one. Jisr El
Qadi village is famous for its handcrafts
shops and its traditional pottery industry.



Archeological sites
1.The old bridge

2. An old postal office

3. A traditional house

4. An old Inn (Khan)

5. A silk factory

6. Al-Jisr Mill

7. The New Mill

8. An old carob press

Natural Sites

1. Pine Forest
2. Damour River
3. Gaboun River

Future Vision

The main purpose of the declaration of
Shahhar - Jisr el Qadi as a natural site
is to preserve the natural and culturally
rich heritage of the region in addition to
using the natural resources sustain-
ably with the collaboration and coordi-
nation of all concermned partners,
especially the locals.

Natural Importance

Shahhar - Jisr el Qadi region is located
300 to 500 m above the sea level; a
Mediterranean region that is character-
ized by a rich biclogical diversity repre-
sented by a large number of medicinal,
aromatic, & edible plants (sage, thyme,
pine, sumac, azarole, etc). It also
contains a lot of migratory and endemic
birds (hoopoe, stork, abu zreik, etc) as
well as middle sized mammals such as
the wild boar, fox, porcupine, jackal,
wild rabbits and cats, etc.

Moreover, the region contains stone pine
trees which are widely spread over a 40
ha of forest land. The pine is famous for
its environmental, aesthetical, and eco-
nomical importance where each 1 ha of a
pine forest (seeds and wood for heating)
is equivalent to ten thousand U.S.
Dollars if properly used. Thus, the yearly
economical value of the pine forest found
in Jisr el Qadi region could reach 400
thousand U.S. Dollars.

Objectives

1. To protect the natural and cultural
heritage from all risks and trespasses,
and especially forest fires,

2. To promote the sustainable use of the
natural resources.

3. To develop & promote an infrastruc-
ture for religious, eco-touristic, & scien-
tific activities.

4. To secure additional income for the
local people through eco-touristic and
religious activities in addition to properly
exploiting the natural resources (stone
pine and medicinal, aromatic plants).

suggested Activities

1. To officially announce Shahhar - Jisr
el Qadi region a natural site by the
Mowahidoun Druze Community Council.
2. To form a committee that includes
decision makers, local society represen-
tatives, local authorities, and various
specialists.

3. To conduct a study on the biodiversity
of the region in order to collect scientific
information for an efficient management
of the natural site.

4. To publish a simplified map for the
natural site.

5. To develop a management plan for
the site in order to protect it from all
factors that may cause its deterioration
especially forest fires and to rehabilitate
the damaged sites.

6. To develop necessary infrastructure
for religious, eco-touristic, and scientific
activities.

7. To properly train the team that will
manage the site.

8. To prepare efficient scientific and
touristic activities.

9. To develop a marketing plan for the
natural site to become a destination for
visitars from Lebanon and abroad.
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