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= Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit.

= www.fema.gov
= Www.ready.gov/natural-disasters

;0310

(-G AFDO) Yl (g8 el @Sl 612y dilng  danilyiwyll

Laio dulégllg alaeiwl wilelpa] daeunll dylgall plaldo =
(M9 adeUlg dwyil) 6aniadl ooVl dalAio - dralall ciibo

www.fema.goy =
www.ready.gov/natural-disasters =



imac
Highlight


SECOND: Forest Fires
PRECAUTIONS BEFORE FIRE OCCURRENCE

= Raising awareness on forest fires risks, and boosting responsible
individual - monitoring.

= (onstruction of centers and watching towers equipped with communication
devices and Patrolling forests during forest fires season to detect fires early
and alert responsible authorities.

= Developing plans for rapid intervention.

= Equipping small forest fire fighting vehicles, especially at municipal level.

= Determining the locations of water outlets to facilitate loading of
water tanks.

= (leaning main and agricultural road sides and clearing lands in proximity of
forests and inhabited areas.

 Avoid burning biomass remnants and agricultural residues especially during
fire season (between May and November).

= Setting up fire breaks in dense forest areas.

» Be aware of burning dumpsters since they might be the ignition point of
many fires. Avoid burning waste dumpsters.

= Developing and organizing constant trainings for local volunteers on forest
fire management and equipping them with special tools and personal
pratective equipments.

BEHAVIORAL CONSIDERATIONS DURING THE FIRE

= [nforming responsible authorities when detecting a fire especially fire
fighting departments (civil defense) and concerned NGOs.

= Mobilizing local fire fighting units (if available) to combat the fire until
arrival of fire fighting brigades.

m Ensuring effective team work to suppress the fire in its early beginning.

= Facilitating access to water outlets for fire fighting personnel and volunteers.

WHATT0 DO AFTER THE FIRE

» Watching the burnt area for at least 24 hour to ensure the fire has been
totally controlled and suppressed.

= |nvestigating fire causes and taking suitable measures.

= Performing surveys to assess damages and brigades performance.

= Maintaining equipment and tools used during fire suppression.

= Fvaluating previous plans (if available), assessing their strengths and
weaknesses and updating them or developing new ones where necessary.
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FIRST: Urban fires
PRECAUTIONS BEFORE FIRE OCCURRENCE

= Raising awareness about all types of fires and fire prevention measures.

= Keeping matches away from the children’s hands.

= Equipping houses and factories with water sprinklers and fire extinguishers
that work upon ignition and ensure their periodic maintenance.

= Training the family members on safety plans and procedures.

m Ensuring safe storage of flammable materials outside the house or
the factory.

= Maintenance and upkeep of all heating and cooling appliances.

= Ensuring to extinguish cigarettes and avoiding to smoke in bed.

m (leaning wild lands in proximity of buildings and reducing intensity
of trees and shrubs around households.

» Taking all needed precautions to avoid dumpsters fire ignitions.

BEHAVIORAL CONSIDERATIONS DURING THE FIRE

w (alling the fire fighting department (civil defense) or municipality to
inform them about fire when smoke is observed in any house or factory.

= Direct intervention of concerned units in the area (if available) to help
in fire suppression until arrival of fire fighters.

» Ensuring effective collaboration to suppress the fire in its early beginning.

m [f fire is outside, make sure windows and doors are well closed to avoid
fire entry. Do the same in case fire is inside.

= Exit by stairs instead of elevators in case of fire.

m Ensure everyone’s safety, check for injuries and treat them.

WHATT0 DO AFTER THE FIRE

= Maintenance of equipment used in suppressing the fire.

= Determining the extent of losses.

 Evaluating existing plans (if available) and determining their
strengths and weaknesses, updating them, and developing new
ones if necessary.




FIRE

There are different types of fires most notably industrial or urban fires that
are generally caused by electrical circuits or flammable chemical substances
and forest fires. Forest fires are encouraged by indirect causes such as lack
of awareness, changes in land use practices and scattered responsibilities
among concerned bodies. The more direct causes are related to the use of
fire by rural communities as means to clear lands, waste burning, fireworks,
camping, and arson.

Forest Fires

The green cover in Lebanon is considered a unique value within the arid area
of the Eastern Mediterranean. Forest areas cover around 13% of Lebanon’s
total area; however it used to cover around 35% in the 1965-1969. Lebanese
forest areas are diverse sources of income; especially pine forests which
constitute significant economic resources for the Lebanese in general and
rural communities in particular. Lebanon has a diverse plant cover suitable
for beekeeping and its forests provide primary sources of wood products such
as timber and coal, in addition to non wood products such as medicinal and
aromatic plants. Forests of Lebanon face many threats such as illegal tree
logging, illegal quarrying, abusive grazing, and unplanned urban expansion.
Based on studies and statistics, forest fires remain a primary factor for forest
degradation. Despite all national efforts to cope with this issue, forest fire
management is still facing administrative and practical difficulties, where
frequent fires are still destroying many of our forest areas each year.

Urban Fires

The most common reasons behind urban fires are gas or chemical leakages,
cigarettes, candles, heating units, and electrical circuits. Above all, negligence,
lack of awareness and noncompliance with safety rules and regulations remain
the main factors behind such incidents. Recently, Lebanon witnessed several
fires such as that of a warehouse for chemical materials in Ain EI-Remmaneh and
of a timber warehouse in Borj Al-Brajneh. Anather fire incident burned and
destroyed a factory on the highway leading to Jounieh emitting impressive

amounts of toxic fumes and blocking traffic. |
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